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Sir: 



The attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the documents 
listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. One copy of each of these documents is attached. 

The Documents AA through AC, AI and AJ were cited in a European Search Report 
dated October 29, 2003 for a corresponding European application. The search report is also 
enclosed. The Documents AF through AH are discussed respectively in the specification of the 
present application 

No fee or certification is required in connection with this Information Disclosure 
Statement, since it is being submitted prior to the issuance of a first official action on the merits 
or expiration of the three month period following the filing date (or the entry of the national 
stage) of the above-captioned application. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office can, in the 
first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. It is respectfully 



Serial No.:10/612,991 



requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the documents cited in the attached Form PTO-1449 be made of record 
therein and appear on the first page of any patent to issue therefrom. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 50-2866 for any fee 
which is deemed by the Patent and Trademark Office to be required to effect consideration of 
this statement. 
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WESTERMAN, HATTORI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 




Ken-Icty Hattori 
Attorney for Applicants 
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DISCLOSURE 






STATEMENT 


Applicants: Shinji SAEKI et al. 




i / ^ t.r\ 


Filing Date: July 7, 2003 


Group Art Unit: 3744 



JAN 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



*I .^fwDocument No. Name 



Date 



Class Subclass 



Filing Date 
(If appropriate) 



AA 
AB 
AC 
AD 
AE 



4,653,288 Sayo et al. 
2002-0069656 Niimi 
2001-0010157 Bascobert 



03/31/1987 62 
06/13/2002 62 
08/02/2001 62 



210 

228.1 

217 



07/02/1985 
12/07/2001 
03/01/2001 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





Document No. 


Date 


Country Translation (Yes or No) 




AF 


WO 02/101237 


06/06/2001 


Japan 


Yes (Abstract Only), corresponding Japanese 
Patent Application No. 2001-170435 which is 
discussed on page 22 in the spec. 












AG 


2003-166664 


06/13/2003 


Japan 


Yes (Abstract Only), cited as Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2001-368486 on page 31 in the 
spec. 












AH 


3-27261 


06/12/1991 


Japan Yes (Abstract Only), see page 48 in the spec. 
Japan Yes (Abstract Only) 
Europe N/A 




Al 


2001-180261 


07/03/2001 




AJ 


1 111 238 


06/27/2001 




AK 








AL 











OTHER DOCUMENTS 





AM 






AN 




Examiner 




Date Considered 



